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an Israeli citizen I would view that as a seri-
ous threat to my security. And as a strong 
ally of Israel, I view that as a serious threat 
to the security—not only the security of 
Israel but the security of the Middle East. 

That’s why we are constantly working to 
remind our European friends, as well as Rus-
sia and other members of the U.N., we have 
an obligation to see if we can’t work together 
to solve this issue diplomatically. That means 
to provide consequences to the Iranian Gov-
ernment if they continue to pursue a nuclear 
weapon, such as financial sanctions or eco-
nomic sanctions. We want there to be a 
choice. We want people to see there’s—you 
know, isolation, there’s got a consequence to 
it, that there’s a price that’s paid for this kind 
of intransigence and these threatening tones. 

And it’s difficult work to keep the nations 
bound together to help deal with this issue 
diplomatically, but we have done a pretty 
good job so far. Now, whether or not they 
abandon their nuclear weapons program, 
we’ll see. But at least we’ve got unanimity 
so far, speaking—at the U.N. Security Coun-
cil—speaking pretty clearly that there will be 
consequences. And there are being—con-
sequences; there’s been some economic con-
sequences beginning to affect the economy. 

Look, the Iranian people don’t need to live 
under this kind of conditions. These are 
proud people with a great tradition. Their 
Government can do better for them. And 
threatening the world has caused there to be 
isolation. And these good folks could have 
leadership that enables them to have a better 
economy and a better way of life, an economy 
and a way of life that really does—enriches 
their families, that gives them a better chance 
to succeed. But, no, this group of people have 
made a different alternative, and now our job 
is to make sure that we continue to keep the 
pressure on. 

Listen, thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:51 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of the 
Palestinian Authority; and President Mahmud 
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran. Prime Minister Olmert re-
ferred to President Bashar al-Asad of Syria. 

Statement on Assistance to Israel 
June 19, 2007 

I am strongly committed to Israel’s secu-
rity and viability as a Jewish state and to the 
maintenance of its qualitative military edge. 
During our meeting today, I told Prime Min-
ister Olmert that I am committed to reaching 
a new 10-year agreement that will give Israel 
the increased assistance it requires to meet 
the new threats and challenges it faces. The 
work on this new agreement was launched 
during the Prime Minister’s previous visit. I 
will send Under Secretary of State Nick 
Burns and an interagency team to Israel in 
July to lead discussions aimed at concluding 
an agreement soon. 

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred 
to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel. 

Remarks on the Nomination of 
Congressman James A. Nussle To Be 
Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget 
June 19, 2007 

The President. Good afternoon. Welcome 
to the White House. I am here to say good-
bye to a good friend and introduce the new-
est nominee to my Cabinet. Recently Rob 
Portman came and told me that after 14 years 
of public service in Washington, he’s ready 
to head home to be with Jane and the family. 
I’ve known him for many years. There’s no 
finer man in public service than Rob 
Portman. He’s been a trusted adviser, and 
Laura and I am going to miss him. 

Fortunately, we found a good man to suc-
ceed him. Today I’m pleased to announce 
my nomination of Jim Nussle to serve as Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

I’m proud to welcome Jim’s wife, Karen, 
his mom and dad, Lori and Mark, and his 
mother-in-law, Eva Mae. Any man who in-
vites his mother-in-law to a—[laughter]—has 
got to have good judgment. [Laughter] We’re 
going to ask a lot of Jim, and I thank you 
all for supporting him in this. 

The job of OMB Director is one of the 
most important in our Federal Government. 
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